Updated Guidelines on Infection Prevention in Pediatric Ambulatory Settings.
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recently released updated guidelines on infection control and prevention in pediatric outpatient settings. Key recommendations include mandatory influenza vaccination for all healthcare workers offered free to all staff, expanded guidance on infection control practices for children with cystic fibrosis, guidance on additional prevention procedures during community outbreaks of infectious diseases and recommendations on improving communication between healthcare facilities when referring potentially contagious patients. The new guidelines modify standard precautions by indicating that gloves are not required for diaper changes or some body fluid contact (nasal secretions and tears) in a well child, or when administering vaccines. In addition, efforts should be made to minimize exposure to infections from contaminated toys that cannot be cleaned including plush toys, cleaning toys in waiting rooms each day and encouraging families to bring their own toys or books to visits.